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Summary Description

The project was created and awarded with the purpose of support the Government efforts in acceleration of the progress towards the achievement of MDGs through enhanced monitoring system, strengthened capacity in MDGs-based policy-making, planning and mainstreaming into sectoral strategies. This will be ensured by the following results: (i) the Government is assisted in monitoring of the national MDGs targets and indicators; (ii) the Government, Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, and line Ministries are supported in effective MDG-based policy-making and strategic planning; (iii) the process of localization of the national MDGs is supported; (iv) MDGs, human development, social inclusion and quality of life are promoted and advocated for.
In order to ensure sustainability of social and economic policies and provide support to the Government of Ukraine, the Project envisages activities in the following areas:
• Monitoring national MDGs targets and indicators through the data collection, analysis and interpretation; identification of the most serious gaps and shortcomings, as well successes and best practices; and preparation and dissemination of the regular reports to the national, sub-national and international stakeholders. The Project provided an open platform for data collection and enhances the capacity to monitor reliable data on poverty and MDGs, human development, social inclusion and quality of life for subsequent policy-making. The Project supported analytical and research work in a number of MDG-related areas to identify shortcomings and provide policy options.

• Effective MDG-based policy-making and strategic planning to ensure the acceleration of the national MDGs through capacity development activities, provision of analytical support and sharing the best international practices aimed at improved social and economic forecasting system; strengthened MDG-based policy-making and strategic planning abilities; mainstreaming MDGs into development strategic papers. Important aspect of this work includes the promotion of human development, social inclusion and quality of life concepts to enable the development of pro-poor and inclusive socio-economic policies. The Project also supported the activities related to the Post 2015 Development Agenda in Ukraine.

• MDGs, SDGs and Post 2015 Development Agenda promoting, advocating and raising awareness among governmental and non-governmental organizations and research institutions and broad society. 

• Establish green economy platform as a background for transformation the MDGs into Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The project promoted the national policy dialogues and debate on the MDGs, SDGs and green economy related issues, production of a number of advocacy materials.  
Description of project activities and delivery progress
Output 1: Government efforts to accelerate the progress towards the achievement of MDGs supported through enhanced monitoring system, strengthened capacity in MDGs-based policy-making, planning and mainstreaming into sectoral strategies and programmes

Baselines:

1. There is weak capacity and lack of technical skills to regularly monitor the national MDGs progress, and to ensure the preparation of the regular reports in accordance with international requirements 

2. Often changes in strategic priorities do not ensure adequate incorporation of MDGs into national and sector development strategies

3. MDGs are localized only in 5 regions of Ukraine

4. There is still a low level of awareness about MDGs targets and indicators 

Indicators:

1. Number of regular MDG Monitoring Reports prepared and disseminated 

2. Number of national and sector development strategies/programmes/plans that incorporate/ are based on MDGs targets and indicators

3. Number of regions that institutionalized MDGs and  prepared and disseminated regional reports 

4. Number of advocacy activities and events on MDGs, human development, social inclusion and quality of life conducted

Project results in line with targets 

2012 targets:

- at least one MDG Monitoring Report prepared and disseminated

- at least 3 national and sector development strategies/programmes/plans that incorporate/ are based on MDGs targets and indicators

- at least 1 region that institutionalized MDGs and  prepared and disseminated regional report

- at least 5 advocacy activities and events on MDGs, human development, social inclusion and quality of life conducted

2012 results: 

1. National Voluntary Presentation on MDGs progress in Ukraine was presented by the Government at the UN Economic and Social Council High-level Segment (based on  the annual MDGs progress report). 

2. MDGs targets and indicators incorporated into 2 state strategic documents (‘State Annual Programme for Socio-Economic Development of Ukraine for 2012 and main directions of development for 2013 and 2014’ and ‘State macroeconomic forecast of socio-economic development of Ukraine for 2013 and the main forecasted macroeconomic indicators for 2014-2015’ drafted with support from the project). MDGs indicators are integrated in the ‘State Regional Strategy till 2020’. Consensus Forecast Seminar conducted, ‘Ukraine: Prospects of development’ published and distributed

3. Localizing MDGs in Chernivtsy oblast has been started. Methodological materials ‘MDGs localizing in Ukraine: guidelines and approaches’ prepared and shared. 

4. Transparent process on ‘Development and Institutionalization of the Quality of Life Measurement System’ in Ukraine has been started, Inception round table conducted (jointly with the Ministry of Economy with support of BRC Bratislava).  Analytical notes (4) developed and shared (‘Measuring society’s progress’, ‘Quality of life concept note’,  ‘Recommendations on long term strategic planning in Ukraine’, ‘Future we want: MDGs, SDGs  and Post 2015 development agenda’). 

2013 targets:

- at least one MDG Monitoring Report prepared and disseminated

- at least 3 national and sector development strategies/programmes/plans that incorporate/ are based on MDGs targets and indicators

- at least 1 region that institutionalized MDGs and  prepared and disseminated regional reports

- at least 5 advocacy activities and events on MDGs, human development, social inclusion and quality of life conducted

2013 results:

1. National Report “MDGs. Ukraine – 2013” was prepared and distributed. Transparent process of MDGs monitoring was supported (15 expert discussions and electronic discussion on each goal were arranged; more then 150 experts in MDGs subject areas were involved). National Report  “Post 2015 Ukraine: Future We Want” was prepared. It was based on the results of national consultations on Post-2015 Development Agenda (25,000, Ukrainian people participated, 4,500 – face-to-face,).  

2. MDGs targets and indicators incorporated into state policy documents (Concept of Social Policy till 2023, State Regional Strategy till 2020). Workshop on model of economic development in Ukraine for top-officials was organised. 3 Consensus Forecast Seminars conducted, review “Ukraine: Prospects of development” published and distributed. 

3. MDGs institutionalized in Chernivtsy region, “Localization MDGs in Chernivtsy region” Report finalized and disseminated.

4. More then 20 advocacy activities and events were conducted, among them: 7 expert discussions and 8 round tables on MDGs, Presentation of the 2013 HDR, Round table on “Measuring quality of life system in Ukraine”. Post-2015 Development Agenda communication strategy was implemented, as result Ukraine was Awarded by  MY World Outreach Award for Europe and North America (more then 12,000 Ukrainians took part into MY World survey). Nomination “MDGs in Ukraine” was introduced in the framework of Newspaper Day photo contest (more then 2,000 photos).  Press Conference on Poverty Reduction Day was organized. 2 seminars on MDGs/Multidimensional Poverty for journalists from all regions of Ukraine were conducted. MDGs nomination in the framework of contest “Honour of profession” was introduced. MDGs infographics was developed and distributed. 3 Lections on MDGs and Post 2015 were delivered to the students.

2014 targets:

- at least one MDG Monitoring Report prepared and disseminated

- at least 3 national and sector development strategies/programmes/plans that incorporate/ are based on MDGs targets and indicators

- at least 1 region that institutionalized MDGs and  prepared and disseminated regional reports

- at least 5 advocacy activities and events on MDGs, human development, social inclusion and quality of life conducted

2014 results:

1. Monitoring report “MDGs. Ukraine – 2014” was prepared, presented and distributed. Transparent process of MDGs monitoring was organised. 

2. MDGs targets and indicators have been incorporating into state policy documents. MDGs/SDGs were discussed during Research Conference on modernization of the model of economy in Ukraine, Consensus Forecast Seminars (3 issues of  analytical note “Ukraine: Prospects of development” published and distributed). 

3. MDGs/Post 2015 reports were distributed in Kiev and Lviv regions as start point for discussion. 

4. 12 advocacy activities and events were conducted. Presentation of the 2014 Human Development Report with participation of the top officials (Vice Prime Minister of Ukraine, two Ministers etc) was successfully conducted. Open discussion panel on enhancing of human capital in Ukraine led by the Minister of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine conducted. A number of advocacy activities and events were conducted, among them: 2 seminars for mass media on MDGs, sustainable development  of Ukraine based on green inclusive growth and human development (2014 HDR), 2 round tables and 1 research conference on “new poverty” in Ukraine. 3 events devoted to the International Poverty Eradication Day were organized: Press Conference, Seminar/Practicum on poverty reduction for regional mass media from all oblasts of Ukraine, Award ceremony of Photo contest of Newspaper Day (17 October).  MDGs advocacy campaign was successfully conducted: special nominations on MDGs were introduced in the framework of: (i) Newspaper Day photo contest, (ii) Contest for professional publicists, (iii) Student contest of social advertising. As a result more then 800 photos/150 articles on MDGs were published. Seminar/Practicum for young journalists-participants of Summer school of newspaper Day was conducted. 2 Lections on MDGs/Post 2015  and 2014 HDR and practical seminar on SDGs were delivered  to the participants of  UN Summer school. During the UN Day presentation on UNDP activity concerning MDGs/HDR was delivered to the students and mass media. 2 Lections on MDGs/Post 2015 for students were delivered (in 2 Universities). TV interview on poverty reduction was delivered. Leaflets/Infographics on MDGs and Post 2015 were developed and distributed.

2015 targets:

- at least 1 MDGs Progress Report prepared and disseminated

- at least 2 national and sector development strategies/ programmes/plans that incorporate/ are based on MDGs targets and indicators 

- at least 1 region that MDGs Report disseminated and new goals (SDGs/Post 2015) discussed; 

- at least 8 advocacy activities and events on MDGs, human development,  social inclusion and quality of life conducted
2015 results:

1. Transparent process of producing the National Report “MDGs. Ukraine: 2000-2015” (MDGR) organized (150 experts from Government, academia, NGOs involved); MDGR produced and presented (incl. by the President of Ukraine at the events during 70 UN General Assembly).

2. MDGs targets and indicators incorporated into the state policy documents (draft of the Poverty Reduction Strategy, State Macroeconomic Forecast) and state targeted programmes; unfinished business of MDGs, 17 SDGs and 169 targets discussed during Research Conference on modernization of the model of economy in Ukraine; Consensus Macroeconomic Forecast Seminars conducted (3 follow up issues “Ukraine: Prospects of development” published and distributed); organized 2 expert discussions on updating the Law on strategic planning.

3 MDGs Report disseminated and SDGs/Post 2015 discussed with representatives of 3 regions

4. more then 20 advocacy activities and events were conducted, among them: presentation of the global 2015 MDGs Report for mass media; presentation of the global 2015 HDR; workshop “from MDGs to SDGs” and presentation of the MDGR; Round Table on the MDGR; 7 expert discussions on MDGs monitoring/8 round tables on MDGs progress; All Ukrainian Forum devoted to the World Day of Social Justice; Research Conference ”Local social-demographic challenges in the context of SDGs”; MDGs nomination in the framework of Newspaper Day photo contest; 2 Lectures on MDGs/SDGs for students etc. 

Key Achievements

The Project was successfully implemented. Specifically, the capacity for economic and social policy-making based on MDGs was enhanced thanks conducted by project MDGs/Post 2015 knowledge transfer events. MDGs were incorporated into state strategies/programmes and policy papers. Macroeconomic forecasting process was improved. Project held a number of conferences; round tables, presentations (incl. presentations of the global Human Development Reports, global MDGs Reports) as well as MDGs public awareness events.  

The Project contributed into the MDGs achievement in Ukraine. The process of establishing an MDG framework in Ukraine started in 2000, when the President of Ukraine signed the United Nations Millennium Declaration. The Ministry of Economic Development and Trade of Ukraine, with support from project, conducted all MDGs-related activities in Ukraine, incl. annual support of Ukraine’s participation in the UN General Assembly.   Since 2012 Ukraine has developed two MDGs national reports and the annual monitoring reports, each of them presenting the major trends and analyzing the reasons for success or setbacks in meeting the targets. Through a number of events, a process of open discussion has been organized for preparing the MDGs reports. For each of the seven MDGs under review, an expert discussion — at meetings and by electronic means — was launched and a round table held, all of them involving, inter alia, top officials and the national civil servants. In the process of discussing and finalizing the each report more than 150 experts were involved i(such as government officials, experts of UN agencies, diplomats, scientists, economists, demographers, physicians, epidemiologists, ecologists, educators, journalists, businesspersons, leaders of non-governmental organizations, and civil society representatives etc). 

For the Summit 70th session of the United Nations General Assembly (September 2015) the project led the process of producing the national report „MDGs-Ukraine: 2000-2015”, which assesses Ukraine’s progress towards achieving the MDGs since the adoption of the Millennium Declaration in 2000. 
	Box 1. Evaluation of the MDG progress in Ukraine

President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko stated in his speech  from the UN General Assembly rostrum: 

“… We commend transparency and inclusiveness of the preparatory process that culminated in the Post-2015 Development Framework. More than 25 thousand Ukrainians took part in the global consultations, having expressed their own vision of the SDGs. Working hard to achieve the MDGs, which were set up fifteen years ago, our countries have considerably changed lives of millions of people worldwide.

As for Ukraine, I would like to emphasize that we have managed: to reduce threefold the poverty rates – yet, due to the Russian aggression, we expect this rate to drop, 
to improve the maternal health system, to almost halve child mortality, to reduce HIV/AIDS incidence rates, to make progress in combating tuberculosis. We keep on working to fulfill our commitments on MDGs related to improving the quality of education, promoting gender equality, and ensuring environmental sustainability. 

… I would like to assure all of you that to achieve the SDGs at the national level, Ukraine will implement new programs and projects which are deemed to ensure in practice macroeconomic stability, environmental balance and social cohesion. The SDGs will serve as an overarching framework for further transformation in Ukraine, including in the context of implementation of the “Strategy – 2020”.

27 September 2015,  New York

http://www.president.gov.ua/en/news/vistup-prezidenta-ukrayini-na-samiti-z-prijnyattya-cilej-sta-36032

	


The MDGs final report presented the MDGs progress review by making an objective analysis of the progress made and the positive experience gained, but also the absence of progress — and even the risk of regression on some targets. On this basis, areas of ‘unfinished business’ and new challenges emerging on the Ukrainian path to development have been identified. 

Thanks to the project’s efforts for the first time ever in Ukraine, 33 key national development indicators have been regularly monitored (data 2000-2015). The MDG monitoring process is thus the only example in Ukraine’s history of a systematic review of governmental commitments on key development issues, with a long-term outlook. Furthermore, it has influenced the shaping of state goals, strategic documents, programmes and legislation. The MDG monitoring can, therefore, be considered as offering significant support to national strategic planning, programming and evaluation. In general, the MDG monitoring performed an important role in building the capacity of a number of civil servants with accountability in these fields. 

Box 2. The MDG process in Ukraine: overview of the main activities

2000: Ukraine joined the UN Millennium Declaration at the UN Millennium Summit

…

2012: National voluntary presentation of Ukraine ‘Promoting production capacity, employment and decent work to eradicate poverty in the context of comprehensive, sustainable and equitable economic growth at all levels to achieve the Millennium Development Goals’ at the session of the UN Economic and Social Council

2012: Localization of the MDGs 

2013: National consultations on the Post-2015 development agenda (national report             ‘Post-2015 Ukraine: the Future We Want’)
2013: Assessment of the progress of achievement of the MDGs (national report ‘Millennium Development Goals. Ukraine. 2013’)

2014: Annual assessment of progress of achievement of the MDGs (annual monitoring report ‘Millennium Development Goals. Ukraine. 2014’)
2015: Final assessment of achievement of the MDGs (national report ‘Millennium Development Goals. Ukraine. 2000–2015’).

The project supported all activities noted in Box 2. In general, the project activities aimed at achieving the MDGs, provides a sound basis for considering the future of Ukraine, the immediate needs of its population and the longer-term priorities for the country’s sustainable human development. 
The national consultations to define the Post-2015 Development Agenda in Ukraine were held in early 2013 by the Project. They involved representatives of government institutions, academia, civil society, trade unions, small, medium and large businesses, unemployed people, pensioners, national minorities, youth, students, orphans, persons with disabilities, people living with HIV or AIDS, and other stakeholders. Fourth-thousand five-hundred Ukrainian people participated in the national consultations face to face. Together with those who took part in an electronic survey, more than 25,000 people were involved in defining the country’s future development priorities. About 11,000 Ukrainians participated in the MY World global interactive survey and selected their most important development priorities. The vast majority of those involved in the consultations gave positive feedback about the opportunity to take part in this process.

The national consultations revealed several key issues, including: a vision for post-2015 development agenda; an understanding of Ukraine’s achievements since independence and challenges to development, as well as causes of and possible solutions to the challenges. 

Box 3. The national consultation on Post-2015 development agenda in Ukraine: overview Based on an analysis of the findings of the national consultation, the outcomes of broad public discussions, and experts’ opinions, Ukrainian society has identified the following post-2015 development priorities:

- equal opportunities and social justice: building an equitable, socially inclusive society and an end to social exclusion and marginalization;

- efficient and honest authorities: this is a prerequisite for achieving the post-2015 development goals;
- efficient health care: to ensure longer, healthy lives;
- decent work: to promote human development and the realization of human potential; 

- a modern economy: based on an innovative development model;
- a healthy environment: to preserve and develop the ecological potential of our country;
- accessible and high-quality education: to ensure intellectual development and competitiveness in the labour market; and

- a developed infrastructure: which can help to overcome territorial inequality.
The results of the national consultations are the basis for the National Report Post-2015 Ukraine: The future we want (produced by the Project).

A new era begins with the forthcoming SDG framework for 2015–2030. No doubt, lessons can be drawn from this unique MDG experience will help to take the next steps in this promising and challenging process: to adapt the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Post-2015 development agenda to the realities and aspirations of the Ukrainian people, and thus to secure societal support for the full achievement of the SDGs by 2030. 







